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The Postgraduate & International office at
Stellenbosch University has an established
tradition of hosting an annual Stellenbosch
Family Meeting (SFM) since celebrating
our 10th birthday in 2003. This year the
Family Meeting will be renamed the
Stellenbosch International Network
Symposium (SINS) and will be from 30
March to 5 April 2011.

The purpose of the event is to showcase
the University’s facilities and its beauti-
ful surroundings to further strengthen the
relationship with our partner institutions. It
also serves as a platform to highlight what
we have to offer to prospective partner in-

stitutions and to extend our gratitude to our

Robert Kotzé

Director, Postgraduate & International Office

partners for the continued support that we

receive from them.

The week is used to introduce partners to the
structure of the University and give members
of the management team the opportunity to
share their vision and internationalisation
strategy with our guests. A Study Abroad
Fair is also held during this week, giving
our partners the opportunity to entice local
students to a semester or year abroad at their
institutions. We also host an International
Food Evening where our partners have an
opportunity to meet with their students on

campus as well as South African students.

The Stellenbosch International Network
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Stellenbosch University
Symposium (SINS)

is not all work and
noplay. .. our guests
are treated to various
activities and excur-
sions including wine

tasting and visits to

Cape Point, District

Six and other local attractions.

The Stellenbosch International Network
Symposium is an excellent opportunity for
our partners to experience the beauty, cul-
ture and prestige of Stellenbosch University
while reinforcing the relationship with our

partners.



Comments from the International Forum

It was a whirlwind of activities during the
four days in Shanghai. Let me thank first the
team at Shanghai Jiao Tong University who
organized such a wonderful meeting, and
the secretariat of the Academic Consortium
21 (AC21). To be honest, at first I had been
quite sceptical about a rank and file profes-
sor joining such a prestigious meeting; every
time I exchanged name cards, there would
be a ‘vice’ or a ‘president’ in the title. To my
surprise, I came back, after the sharing of
viewpoints and discussions, with a height-
ened sense of what I may be able to do, and
what should be done. Let me tease apart my
mangled impressions into a resemblance of

coherency.

The first question is: Is internationalization,
or globalization that necessary? Is it just
an artifact to please the administration, the
bureaucrats? I would say: a resounding no!
Back here at Nagoya University, it is not as
convincing as it had been in Shanghai, but
that is the reason why there should be more
exchange of students, faculty members and
administrators. The urgency can only be
felt by being part of it. The phenomenal
economic growth of Shanghai, which I hope
will be painless, nevertheless suggests many
profitable exchanges

between economists, sociologists and civil

engineers. If we want our students to be lead-

ers in any sense of the word, then I would like
to see some of them go into lively debates,
and fruitful collaborations to analyze possible
situations.

We were also treated to a presentation
on “Sustainable Rural Development” by
Chulalongkorn University representatives in
preparation for the upcoming Student World
Forum in May this year. Chulalongkorn’s ex-
pertise in forest management is just wonder-
ful. I would like to see some of our students
participate in this discussion. At Nagoya
University, we also have a group of histori-
ans, geophysicists and civil engineers looking
at past natural disasters to provide solutions

in ways that will last for centuries.

On another note, should we accept more for-
eign students? In truth, I would be happier to
be on the sending side, not on the receiving
side, but after all that I have heard from Ms.
Picard at Adelaide, I think that it is actually
worth the effort, not the least for the feed-back
in pedagogy for our own students. Writing
and exposition are acquired skills, for native

speakers and non-native speakers alike.

On a final note, is it worthwhile to be in a club
with such diverse universities? If we could live
in a proverbial ivory tower, I would say no,
definitely not. But as everyone has made the
point — the Australian Universities in an espe-
cially cogent way at the forum;
we do not live apart from the
societies that surround us.

I came to Nagoya University
eight years ago, as a Principle
Investigator for a fairly large

grant (remember, we mathema-
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ticians are paupers, not used to big grants),
needing to increase the number of PhD’s,
and having to find employment for them.
Since there are far more companies than uni-
versities, it was natural to look at what math-
ematicians can do for small to mid-sized
companies around Nagoya. In due course, |
discovered that the vaunted Japanese manu-
facturing sector is not doing that well, and
will surely be outpaced in time. Worse still,
if the industry were to stick to automobiles,
it would face an agonizing death. I was feel-
ing strongly that there should be collabora-
tion between small to mid-sized companies
with universities, and lo and behold, just a
chat with our colleagues at Adelaide reveals
that they have expertise in co-operation
with winemakers, the quintessential small
to mid-sized company that can create a lot
of value by properly realizing the potential
of the terroir. The Greater Nagoya region
(Tokai area in Japanese) is the top producer
of Sake, Japanese rice wine, however, pain-
fully few are in the business of creating
great Sake. During a parting chat with the
Chancellor of the Technical University of
Chemnitz, I found that there is something
going on in manufacturing in Germany, and
some possibilities of collaboration between
universities and companies with cutting
edge technologies in order to move into

new directions.

In this time of changes, I must say that I
am very happy that Nagoya University is
a member of AC21, to be able to share our
experiences, failures and hopes; happy that
there are so many ideas now waiting in line

to be implemented
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Upcoming AC21 Events

2011 May Fourth Student World Forum, Chulalongkorn University
Ninth Steering Committee, Chulalongkorn University
2012 June Sixth AC21 International Forum, The University of Adelaide

Tenth Steering Committee, The University of Adelaide
Fifth General Assembly, The University of Adelaide

2013 [TBA] Fifth Student World Forum, Tongji University
Eleventh Steering Committee, [TBA]
2014 [TBA] Seventh AC21 International Forum, Stellenbosch University

Twelfth Steering Committee, Stellenbosch University
Sixth General Assembly, Stellenbosch University

2015 [TBA] Sixth Student World Forum, The University of Strasbourg
Thirteenth Steering Committee, [TBA]

AC21 General Secretariat Activities coi0.10-20113)
2010 October 18-20 | Attend 5th AC21 International Forum

November 18 | 90th AC21 Office Meeting
December 21 | 91th AC21 Office Meeting
2011 January 20| 92th AC21 Office Meeting

February 17 | 93th AC21 Office Meeting

March 9-11 | Attend APAIE

March 17| 94th AC21 Office Meeting

March 29 — April 3| Visit Stellenbosch University




