


<> AC21 Activities

AC21 considers itself a dynamic consortium. It supports its mission and fosters collaboration amongst
members through the following forums, activities and projects.

1™ Century [AC21) was established on Governance Initiatives for Students

June 24, 2002 at the International Forum 2002 hosted by Nagoya University,

The Academic Consortium for the 2

¢ Student World Forums
Biennial conferences at which students from member
institutions are invited to exchange ideas on issues of

e Steering Committee (STC)/General Assembly (GA) . . .
Convening annually, the Steering Committee acts as the Collaboration in Research & Education

executive branch of the General Assembly. It develops

Japan. The Forum brought together the presidents and high-ranking

¢ International Forums
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delegations from twenty-five of the world’s leading education and research
institutions, and resulted in the founding of a new and vigorous global

partnership in higher education, “Academic Consortium 21".

The principal theme of the inaugural forum, “The Role of Universities in

the 21° Century”, continues to guide AC215 activities to this day. In an

era of continuous change, we believe that institutions of higher education
must take the initiative in responding to the rapidly transforming needs of
society, and that an international university network, with its common pool
of knowledge, expertise and experience, comprises the optimum means to
accomplish this. As demonstrated by the scale of our projects and activities,

AC21 is firmly committed to contributing to the global knowledge sector.

Second International Forum Third International Forum (Warwick, 2006.7)
(Sydney, 2004.7)

and reviews the strategic direction and implementation
of AC21 policies and collaborative projects, reporting
the results to the General Assembly. General Assembly
meetings are held biennially, and involve all AC21 mem-
ber institutions.

Sixth Steering Committee (NCSU, 2008.7)

First Student World Forum (Nagoya, 2005..7)

Second Student World Forum (ENPC, 2007.7)

Held every two years, international forums provide mem-
bers with the opportunity to reassess the role of higher
education in society through the staging of keynote ad-
dresses by prominent public figures, presentations and
panel discussions. These forums are complemented
by more specialised ‘parallel” sessions and workshops,
which enable representatives from member institutions
to present on and discuss the latest developments in ar-
eas of research, technology and international education.

Benchmarking

Globalisation in education, and the concomitant necessity
to evaluate and compare standards, has rendered bench-
marking an increasingly important activity for leading insti-
tutions. AC21 inter-university collaboration has resulted in
studies on student course experiences, quality and evalu-
ation in higher education, and faculty development.

Research Projects

Support for research networking amongst AC21 mem-
bers is offered by through the provision of funding and
resources, which aim at developing and sustaining collab-
orative projects. The AC21 Special Project Fund (ACSPF),
launched in 2009, endeavours to promote research and
educational exchanges between member institutions.

Workshops

Workshops serve as knowledge creators and foster the
professional development of faculty members and staff.
AC21 keenly supports such platforms, thus far sponsor-
ing international symposia in environmental studies and
urban planning.

international concern. The conferences facilitate interna-
tional friendship, encourage students to develop a global
mindset, and strengthen the AC21 network. Past Stu-
dent World Forums have tackled human co-existence
with nature and the sustainability of cities.

Online Education

Nagoya University Japanese Language Education, Me-
dia & Systems Group provides students from member
institutions free access to Web-based Japanese lan-
guage materials. Japanese Grammar Online and the
Intermediate Japanese Listening Course (http://opal.
ecis.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~ijlc/) are designed to help students
practice and review these two vital skills areas. Contact
admin@ecis.nagoya-u.ac.jp for further details.

Industry- Academia-Government
Collaboration

e The ploughing back into society of research results com-

prises one of the most important social responsibilities of
universities. AC21, taking advantage of its international net-
work, seeks to facilitate collaboration between academia,
industry and government at the global level. Current plans
envisage the transfer of information, technology, licensing
of patents, joint and commissioned research, as well as the
setting up of business enterprises with interested member
institutions and their business networks.

Third International Forum (Warwick, 2006.7)

Fourth International Forum (NCSU, 2008.7)

First International Forum (Nagoya, 2002.6)




