
It is a pleasure to offer Volume 5 of the AC21 Newsletter, 
to which Dr. Larry Nielsen, Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor of North Carolina State University has gener-
ously extended the welcome message of this issue, looking 
forward to the Fourth AC21 International Forum, to be held 
in July of this year. As in the previous newsletter, we are 
privileged to offer contributions from a range of perspec-
tives within the diverse AC21 community. Dr. Nielsen and 
Betsy Brown provide an introduction to the upcoming 
International Forum, with hints of how participants can 
make the very most of their visit to the Old North State.

Katrin Schultz of Chemnitz University of Technology pro-
vides a stimulating overview of the environment in store 
for students who participate in the Third AC21 Student 
World Forum in 2009. Tsutomu Nomizu of the AC21 

General Secretariat reports on the activities and decisions 
of the AC21 Steering Committee over the past six month 
period.

Miki Horie and Simon Wallis reprise their performances in 
the last newsletter, Horie with re� ections following the suc-
cess of the AC21 Symposium �Quality and Evaluation in 
Higher Education�, and Wallis reporting on a very success-
ful followup to the Student Mini Forum held in Nagoya.

Finally, Nicholas Haskins of the University of Sydney 
brings news of the very important International Program 
Development Fund (IPDF) extends to collaborative re-
search projects, and reports on bene� ciary projects within 
the AC21 Consortium. We extend our warmest thanks for 
this generous support of our joint endeavors.

From the Editor
Frank Bennett

Academic Staff
AC21 General Secretariat

Contact
AC21 General Secretariat
Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, JAPAN
Tel: +81 (52) 789 5684
Fax: +81 (52) 789 4999
Email: of� ce@ac21.org
Website: http://www.ac21.org

Visit our Web-site 
for the latest information!
www.ac21.org
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We hope you are planning 
to attend the Fourth AC21 
International Forum (2008) 
at NC State University, 
where you will be warmly 
welcomed on campus and 
by citizens in the Research 
Triangle region and the state 
of North Carolina. We think 
you might be interested in 
learning more about North 
Carolina and the Research 
Triangle region, which sur-

rounds NC State.

North Carolina, with the 11th largest population 
among US states, is located in the center of the 
America�s Eastern seaboard, roughly half-way 
between New York City and Miami, Florida. 
Stretching from the Blue Ridge mountains in 
the west to the Atlantic coast in the east, the 
state is a popular location for American and 
international tourism and home to popular ski 
resorts, golf courses, and beaches.

Those attending the Forum may want to plan 
an excursion before or after the Forum to one 
of the state�s many vacation locations. More 
information on visiting North Carolina can be 
found on the state�s travel and tourism web-
site, www.visitnc.com.

The site has information on historic, recre-
ational, and cultural sites as well as accom-
modations. If you are touring the state before 
or after the Forum, you will need to rent a 
car or make arrangements through a travel or 
group tour agent. For information on tours 
and travel agents, see http://www.visitnc.com/
pros_travel_professionals.asp

Three regions make up North Carolina: the 

mountains, the 
coast, and the cen-
tral region, known 
as the Piedmont.

The Piedmont is 
home to the state�s 
largest urban areas, 
including the Research Triangle region, home 
to Research Triangle Park (RTP). RTP, founded 
in 1959 in the center of the triangle formed by 
three great universities, NC State University 
in Raleigh, Duke University in Durham, and 
the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill, was built to bring together educators, 
researchers, and businesses to collaborate in 
strengthening the economy of the state and the 
region. Today, RTP is home to 157 research 
and development facilities and nearly 50,000 
workers. The Triangle region has a diverse and 
highly educated population, many of whom 
work in the universities, the state government 
in the capital city of Raleigh, and the many 
high-tech industries drawn to the region by the 
Research Triangle Park.

Historically, North Carolina�s economy 
depended largely on tobacco, textiles, and 
furniture for jobs and income. These three 
industries have declined since the mid-20th 
century but have been replaced by banking, 
healthcare and pharmaceuticals, information 
technology, and manufacturing for such in-
dustries as automotives and aeronautics. Many 
of the companies in North Carolina�s �new 
economy� have overseas facilities or are in-
ternationally owned. International companies 
have been drawn to the Research Triangle 
region in particular because of the strong re-
search and development opportunities and the 
presence of an educated workforce.

Welcome to North Carolina
Betsy Brown

Coordinator of the Fourth AC21 International Forum
North Carolina State University
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In the heart of the Research Triangle region, 
NC State University is a comprehensive uni-
versity known for its leadership in education, 
research, and outreach. With more than 31,000 
students in ten colleges and nearly 8,000 fac-
ulty and staff, NCSU is globally recognized 
for its strengths in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics. As a land-grant uni-
versity, NC State is engaged with the people 
and the communities in the state and is home 
to the Cooperative Extension Service, which 
has of� ces in all 100 of North Carolina�s 
counties, where experts provide assistance 
in areas such as agricultural, business and 
industrial development. (For information on 
NC State�s academic, research, extension and 
engagement programs, see www.ncsu.edu.)

In the 1980s, NC State established its own 
research and development park, Centennial 
Campus, which is home to over 60 corporate 
and government partners. Centennial Campus 
is home to multi-disciplinary research and 
development facilities where university, cor-
porate, and government researchers meet and 
collaborate. In addition, the campus includes a 
public middle school, residential housing, and 
recreational facilities, with plans for an execu-
tive conference center, hotel, and golf course. 
Recently, Centennial Campus was named 
the top Research Science Park of the Year 
by the Association of University Research 
Parks. Sessions on the Forum�s sub-theme, 
�Innovation and Technology Transfer,� will 

be hosted on Centennial 
Campus. (For more infor-
mation, see www. centen-
nial.ncsu.edu)

Raleigh, where NC State 
is located, is the state�s 
capital and home to 
North Carolina�s Museum 
of History, Museum of 
Natural Sciences, and 
Museum of Art, where a reception for the 
Forum participants will be held on July 28. 
In addition, Raleigh offers numerous op-
portunities for outdoor recreation, shopping, 
and cultural activities. (See http://www.
visitraleigh.com) Because of the quality of life, 
positive climate for employment and research 
and development, and access to educational 
and cultural resources, the Triangle area is 
often cited as among the best places to live 
and to do business in the US.

We look forward to introducing you to our 
state, our region, our city, and our campus. 
For information on the Forum, please see 
www.ncsu.edu/oia.

Note: North Carolina is located in the 
Southeastern US, so temperatures in the 
summer can reach into the 80�90 degrees 
Fahrenheit (27�32 degrees Celsius). Visitors 
planning outdoor activities should bring cool 
clothes!






















