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AC21 Special Project Report 

 

Overarching title: Efficient syntheses of bioactive natural 

products and their analogues 

 

Universities involved: Universities of Freiburg, Strasbourg, 

Nagoya and Stellenbosch (host) 

Executive summary: 

Where there is [an academic] will, there is a way! In early 2021, AC21 funding was received for a 

project involving the four Universities of Freiburg, Strasbourg, Nagoya and Stellenbosch, with the 

original plans spanning the timeframe March 2021 to May 2022. However, lockdown and travel 

restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic meant that organization of these AC21-funded interactions 

was severely affected. Due to travel restrictions, in 2021 (October) and early 2022 (February), only 

two well attended online Postgraduate & Postdoctoral events could be organized (~ 50 participants 

each). Finally in December 2022, members from three of the four AC21-affiliated universities involved 

were able to meet for a series of three very well-received morning symposia at the Universities of 

Cape Town, the Western Cape and Stellenbosch (with a combined attendance number of ~150 

attendees over the 3 day events). This document provides a report-back in terms of what was achieved 

through the AC21 funding received, of which ~80% of the budget was spent. A request is tabled to the 

AC21 to allow the remaining 20% to be utilized for Stellenbosch students and academics in terms of 

“return” visits to the Universities of Freiburg, Strasbourg and Nagoya.  

Signed: 

 

Prof. Willem van Otterlo 
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Project lead applicant, Stellenbosch University, 21 February 2023 
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Event 1: Postgraduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow AC21 Online Symposium 1: Held on 

27 October 2021, 09h00-11h00 (UTC +2) with 4 speakers:  Mr Mickael Choury, University of 

Strasbourg, Dr Jun Zheng, Albert Ludwig University of Freiburg, Mr Yota Sakakibara, Nagoya University 

& Dr Dino Berthold, Stellenbosch University/University of Freiburg, Online Facilitator: Mr Khaya Gould 

(Stellenbosch University). ~80 Online participants during the event signalled excellent interest in the 

event. 
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Event 2: Postgraduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow AC21 Online Symposium 2: Held on 

15 February 2022 – 10h00-12h00 (UTC +2) with 4 speakers: Ms Sarah Momm, Albert Ludwig University 

of Freiburg, Dr Océane Florés, University of Strasbourg, Mr Hiroki Shudo, Nagoya University & Ms Doaa 

Ali, Stellenbosch University/University of Cape Town, Online Facilitator:  Dr Dino Berthold, Stellenbosch 

University/University of Freiburg). ~65 Online participants. 

 

General feedback about the events was very positive with both students and academic staff enjoying 

the excellent science presented and the interactions between the participants in term of a Q&A 

session at the end of each talk. Another advantage was that there were no costs involved in organizing 

these events. 
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Event 3 (Main) Part a: AC21 Symposium @ Stellenbosch University: Held on 5 December 2022 – 

09h00-14h00 with 5 speakers: Prof. Mihaela Gulea, University of Strasbourg, Ms Gciniwe Mathenjwa 

(postgraduate), University of Cape Town, Dr Ayodeji Egunlusi (postdoctoral fellow) University of the 

Western Cape, Dr Wade Petersen, University of Cape Town & Prof. Denzil Beukes, University of 

Western Cape, Facilitator: Prof. Willem van Otterlo, Stellenbosch University. ~50 registered 

participants – see list in appendix. (AC21 delegates & institutions in bold). 
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Event 3 (Main) Part b: AC21 Symposium @ University of the Western Cape: Held on 6 December 

2022 – 09h00-14h00 with 5 speakers: Prof. Jean Suffert, University of Strasbourg, Ms Jonathan da 

Luz (postgraduate), University of Cape Town, Mr Asslly Mafaune (postgraduate) Stellenbosch 

University, Dr Clint Veale, University of Cape Town & Dr Catharine Kaschula, Stellenbosch University, 

Facilitator: Prof. Denzil Beukes, University of Western Cape. ~50 registered participants – see list in 

appendix. (AC21 delegates & institutions in bold). 
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Event 3 (Main) Part c: AC21 Symposium @ University of Cape Town: Held on 7 December 2022 – 

09h00-14h00 with 5 speakers: Prof. Reinhard Brueckner, University of Freiburg, Dr Dino Berthold 

(postdoctoral fellow), Stellenbosch University & University of Freiburg, Dr Yusuf Adeyemi Adegoke 

(postdoctoral fellow) University of Western Cape, Dr Patrice Marchand, University of Strasbourg & 

Prof. Gareth Arnott, Stellenbosch University, Facilitators: Prof. Clint Veale & Dr Wade Petersen, 

University of Cape Town. ~50 registered participants – see list in appendix. (AC21 delegates & 

institutions in bold). 
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Event 3 (Main) OVERVIEW PROGRAMME :AC21 Symposium @ Universities of Cape Town, Western 

Cape and Stellenbosch 

The following program was designed to have a balance of constructive scientific interactions and an 

informative social program over the days of 4-9 December 2022: 

 

 

  

Date Weekday Morning Symposia Afternoon
Sleeping 

arrangments
Meals

09:00-14:00 

(includes light 

lunch)

14:00-18:00 Evening

4th Dec Sun All guests arrive
Visit Stellenbosch on 

own steam

Stellenbosch: 

Oudewerf Hotel

Dinner: Ginos and 

Gelatos (Stellenbosch)

5th Dec Mon Host: SU

Wine farms 

(Stellenbosch & 

Franschhoek)

Stellenbosch: 

Oudewerf Hotel

Helena's Restaurant 

(Coopmanshuys, 

Stellenbosch)

6th Dec Tue Host: UWC
Kirstenbosch National 

Botanical Garden

Cape Town: 

Vineyard Hotel

Vinyard hotel 

Restaurant

7th Dec Wed Host: UCT

Table Mountain 

National Park (by 

cable car) & Simon's 

Town Boulders Beach 

Pinguin Colony

Aha Simon's Town 

Quayside Hotel

LuckyFish Restaurant, 

Kalkbay Harbour

8th Dec Thurs

Day excursion: 

Cape Point 

National Park

Day excursion: 

Ostrich farm, 

Chapman's Peak 

Drive, Cape Point 

Vineyard

Aha Simon's Town 

Quayside Hotel

Lunch: Cape Point 

Vineyard

9th Dec Fri Own plans Own plans Fly out or travel 
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Supplementary information – photos & financial statements etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: 

 

Prof. Willem van Otterlo 

Project lead applicant, Stellenbosch University, 20 February 2023 

  



Photos from Event 3 (Main) Part a: AC21 Symposium @ Stellenbosch University held on 5 December 

2022 – 09h00-14h00.  

 

Picture 1: Many of the delegates attending the AC21 Symposium @ Stellenbosch University 

 

Picture 2: Some of the delegates attending the AC21 Symposium @ Stellenbosch University 

 



 

Picture 3: Speakers at the AC21 Symposium @ Stellenbosch University: From left to right:  Dr Ayodeji 

Egunlusi (postdoctoral fellow) University of the Western Cape, Ms Gciniwe Mathenjwa (postgraduate), 

University of Cape Town, Dr Wade Petersen, University of Cape Town, Prof. Mihaela Gulea, University 

of Strasbourg, Prof. Denzil Beukes, University of Western Cape and Facilitator: Prof. Willem van 

Otterlo, Stellenbosch University. 

 

 

 

  



b) Event 3 (Main) Part b: AC21 Symposium @ University of the Western Cape - Held on 6 December 

2022 – 09h00-14h00  

 

Picture 4: Many of the delegates attending the AC21 Symposium @ University of the Western Cape 

 

Picture 5: Speakers at the AC21 Symposium @ University of the Western Cape: From left to right: 

Prof. Clint Veale, University of Cape Town, Prof. Jean Suffert, University of Strasbourg, Prof. Willem 

van Otterlo, Stellenbosch University (AC21 Symposium organizer), Dr Catharine Kaschula, Stellenbosch 

University, Ms Jonathan da Luz (postgraduate), University of Cape Town, Mr Asslly Mafaune 

(postgraduate student) Stellenbosch University, (missing: Facilitator: Prof. Denzil Beukes, University of 

Western Cape).. 

  



Event 3 (Main) Part c: AC21 Symposium @ University of Cape Town: Held on 7 December 2022 – 

09h00-14h00  

 

Picture 6: Some of the delegates attending the AC21 Symposium @ University of Cape Town 

 

Picture 7 with speakers attending the AC21 Symposium @ University of Cape Town: From left to right: 

Prof. Willem van Otterlo, Stellenbosch University (AC21 Symposium organizer), Prof. Gareth Arnott, 

Stellenbosch University, Dr Dino Berthold (postdoctoral fellow), Stellenbosch University & University 

of Freiburg, Dr Patrice Marchand, University of Strasbourg, Prof. Reinhard Brueckner, University of 

Freiburg, Dr Yusuf Adeyemi Adegoke (postdoctoral fellow) University of Western Cape, (Missing: 

Facilitators: Prof. Clint Veale & Dr Wade Petersen, University of Cape Town). 



Pictures 8, 9 & 10: Some photographs showing the social interactions between invite speakers 

from the 3 universities attending the AC21 event 

 

Picture 9: Delegates at Cape Point (on a walk) 

 

Picture 10: Early evening dinner at Kalkbay 

 



 

Picture 11: Breakfast at the Vineyard Hotel 

 




