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(From the General Secretariat

Hideki Kasuya

Associate Professor, School of Medicine/Graduate School of Medicine

Nagoya University

Toward the end of last year we received
a proposal from the Faculty of Health
Sciences at the University of Adelaide, one
of AC21’s member universities, to jointly
apply for the AC21 Special Project Fund.
Upon inquiring about the details of the
application, we were informed that the
University of Adelaide wished to plan a joint
version of its annual presentation conference
aimed at doctoral students, to be held at its
Faculty of Health Sciences in September
this year and inviting doctoral students from
the Nagoya University School of Medicine
and the University of Freiburg’s Faculty of
Medicine. We quickly agreed to the contents
of the application, and, the University
of Freiburg also being in agreement, the
University of Adelaide submitted our
application for the AC21 Special Project
Fund. Happily, our application, written by
Dr. Christiane Niess at the University of
Adelaide’s Faculty of Health Sciences, was
successfully selected; at the time of writing
this report, we are working hard to choose
student participants and coordinate the
itinerary for the conference. I understand
that the University of Freiburg’s Faculty of

Medicine has also begun screening students.

Nagoya University plans to send six students

from the School of Medicine.

I believe that being able to hold such an
event among three universities has been
made possible as a result of the relationship
of mutual trust built up between our
universities through the various initiatives
carried out in the name of shared research
and education. On March 18 this year we
held an International Joint Symposium in
Nagoya, followed by Joint Strategy Sessions
on March 19 and 20. At the International
Symposium, after opening remarks by
Professor Masahide Takahashi, Dean of
the Graduate School of Medicine, a total
of 11 speakers from the three universities
gave research presentations at Kakuyu
Kaikan (Alumni Hall) on Tsurumai
Campus. Speeches were given in the field of
oncology by Prof. Kenji Kadomatsu, Prof.
Andrew Zannettino, Prof. Christoph Peters,
Dr. Daniel Worthley, and Prof. Takashi
Takahashi; in the field of psycho-oncology by
Prof. Michael Wirsching and Prof. Hiroyuki
Kimura; and in the field of neuroscience by
Prof. Jozef Gecz, Prof. Branco Aleksic, and
Prof. Kinji Ohno. Many faculty members,
undergraduates and graduate students
attended on the day and listened with great

enthusiasm, leading to lively question and

answer sessions. Beginning the next day
on March 19, two days of Joint Strategy
Sessions took place. At this event we were
able to have a vigorous exchange of ideas
about the overseas exchange of medical
students, joint supervision programs for
doctoral candidates, and partnerships for
exploring the possibilities of research
collaboration even further. Following this,
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
on matters including a Joint Supervision
Program for awarding medical doctoral
degrees was signed by six representatives:
Prof. Kent Anderson, Pro Vice-Chancellor
(International) of the University of
Adelaide, and Prof. Justin Beilby, Executive
Dean of the University of Adelaide’s
Faculty of Health Sciences; Prof. Hans-
Jochen Schiewer, Rector of the University
of Freiburg, and Prof. Michael Wirsching,
proxy for the Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine; and Prof. Michinari Hamaguchi,
President of Nagoya University, and Prof.
Masahide Takahashi, Dean of the Nagoya
University Graduate School of Medicine &
School of Medicine. By completing these
necessary requisites, it has been made
possible for Nagoya University students,

without having to extend the standard



duration of their doctoral program, to
receive combined screenings of a single
doctoral thesis by multiple institutions,
thereby enabling them to be awarded a
diploma or degree certificate proving that
their achievements satisfy the requirements
for a medical doctoral degree from several
institutions.

Such international quality assurance from
two different countries is the first venture of
its kind for a school of medicine in Japan;
we hope that by obtaining assessment from
higher education institutions in multiple
countries, which have differing appraisal
standards regarding the academic field of
medicine, the students concerned will be
evaluated highly by international research
institutions, which will offer even more

opportunities for them to play active

roles as flourishing young researchers
overseas. The MoU stipulates that doctoral
programs will not have to be halted, and
that overseas exchange of medical students
(both undergraduate and master’s level),
cutting-edge joint research, seminars, etc.
will be carried out; with the cooperative
relationship springing from the strong
connection between our three universities as
a foundation, the MoU also affirms that our
universities will from now on continue to
set out various educational programs, joint
research, etc.

These joint research and joint education
initiatives have developed because our three
institutions are AC21 member universities;
I believe that, through AC21, a relationship

of mutual trust has been built. There is

already one doctoral student staying in

Adelaide to receive joint education under
the Joint Supervision Program between the
University of Adelaide’s Faculty of Health
Sciences and the Nagoya University School
of Medicine. Then, in June of this year,
two honors students from the University
of Adelaide’s Faculty of Health Sciences
received short-term training in the Nagoya
University School of Medicine laboratories
as candidates for the future Joint Degree
Program. With such activities in our view, |
truly feel that AC21-based inter-university
initiatives are sure to achieve success. [
hope that joint research and joint education
initiatives of this kind between AC21
member universities will become even more

active from now on.




<>AC21 Newsletter .. 18

Upcoming AC21 Activities and Events

2015

2016

2017
2018

April

May

TBA
TBA

Sixth AC21 Student World Forum, University of Strasbourg & University of Freiburg
13" Steering Committee Meeting, University of Freiburg

Eighth AC21 International Forum, Technische Universitidt Chemnitz

14" Steering Committee Meeting, Technische Universitit Chemnitz

Eighth General Assembly, Technische Universitit Chemnitz

Second AC21 International Graduate School, Gadjah Mada University

Ninth AC21 International Forum, Jilin University

AC21 General Secretariat Activities (20143 -20149

2014

March 13
March 17 - 20
April 2

April 13 -16
April 13

April 15

May 8

May 25 - 30
June 19

July 17
August 20 — 21

September 17

124™ AC21 Office Meeting

Attend APAIE

125" AC21 Office Meeting

Attend 7" AC21 International Forum
Hold 12 Steering Committee Meeting
Hold 7" General Assembly

126" AC21 Office Meeting

Attend NAFSA

127" AC21 Office Meeting

128™ AC21 Office Meeting

Attend the 1®* FEALAC Academic, Universities and Science, Technology and Innovation (STI)
Roundtable

129" AC21 Office Meeting



AC21 Members

Academic Consortium 21

Chulalongkorn University (Thailand)
Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia)

Huazhong University of Science and Technology (China)

Jilin University (China)

Kasetsart University (Thailand)

Nagoya University (Japan)

Nanjing University (China)

National University of Laos (Laos)

North Carolina State University (U.S.A.)
Northeastern University (China)

Peking University (China)

Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)
Stellenbosch University (Republic of South Africa)
Technische Universitit Chemnitz (Germany)
The University of Adelaide (Australia)

The University of Canterbury (New Zealand)
The University of Freiburg (Germany)

The University of Minnesota (U.S.A.)

The University of Strasbourg (France)
Tongji University (China)

What is AC21?

AC21 is an international academic consortium comprised of educational and research organizations from around the world. It was established

at the Nagoya University International Forum, held on June 24, 2002, with the aim of creating an international academic network; the AC21

Secretariat is also located at Nagoya University.

Contact Information:

AC21 General Secretariat

w N

NAGOYA UNIVERSITY
Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601 Japan
Tel: 81-52-789-5684/5686 Fax: 81-52-789-2045
e-mail: office@ac21.org
URL: http://www.ac21.org




